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Ms. Chandler,
 
Thank you for the time and energy in reviewing the City of Spokane Valley’s Shoreline Master
Program. Per your letter dated January 3, 2022, this email is to provide written notice that the city
has agreed to the proposed changes identified in Attachment B of your letter (attached for
reference).
 
The city adopted the attached Ordinance 22-001, which adopts provisions identified in Attachment
B. These provisions will require accessory dwelling units to obtain a Substantial Shoreline
Development Permit. We look forward to Ecology’s final action verifying receipt of the required
changes, which we understand is a written notice.
 
Thank you,
 
Chaz Bates, AICP (he/him)
Senior Planner
10210 E. Sprague Avenue | Spokane Valley, WA 99206
509.720.5337 | cbates@spokanevalley.org
 

Where Tradition Meets Ambition
 
This email and any attachments may be subject to disclosure pursuant to Washington State’s Public Record Act, chapter
42.56 RCW.
 

From: Chandler, Jackie (ECY) <jcha461@ECY.WA.GOV> 
Sent: Monday, January 3, 2022 1:54 PM
To: Ben Wick <bwick@spokanevalley.org>
Cc: Chaz Bates <cbates@spokanevalley.org>; Bromley, Lauren (ECY) <labr461@ECY.WA.GOV>; Hunt,
Sara (ECY) <SARH461@ECY.WA.GOV>; Blair, Misty (ECY) <mbla461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Subject: City of Spokane Valley Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Amendment –
Conditional Approval
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Attachment B – City of Spokane Valley – Ecology Required Changes 
The changes in red are required to comply with the SMA (RCW 90.58) and the SMP Guidelines (WAC 173-26, Part III): 
 
ITEM SMP 


PROVISION 
(Cite) 


TOPIC BILL FORMAT CHANGES  RATIONALE 


Req -1 Article II. 
Shoreline 
Regulations 
 21.50.190 
Shoreline Uses 
Table 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21.50.370.B.6 
Residential 
development 
and use 
standards 


Accessory 
Dwelling 
Units 
(ADUs) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New 
attached 
or 
detached 
ADUs 


Table 21.50-1: Shoreline Uses  
 


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
6. New attached or detached accessory dwelling units shall: 
a. Be located landward of the shoreline buffer and outside of all critical 
areas and their buffers; 
b. Be pursuant to SVMC 19.40.100 Accessory Dwelling Unit; and 
c. Obtain a Shoreline Substantial Development Permit. 


Required Change: Table 21.50-1: Shoreline Uses – Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs) change back to Permitted rather than Allowed and reject the 
proposed deletion of 21.50.370.B.6.c. Replace “A” with “P” in this table row. 
In this table  
A = Allowed uses that are exempt from the Shoreline Substantial 
Development Permit (SDP) process and do not require submittal of an SDP 
or Letter of exemption application.  
P= Permitted uses which are preferable and meet the policies of the 
particular shoreline environment designation, but still require submittal of 
an SDP or Letter of Exemption application.  
 
The Accessory Dwelling Units row must be modified to clarify that ADU’s can 
be allowed and even encouraged in the shoreline, but they are not one of 
the narrowly construed exemptions from the Shoreline Substantial 
Development Permit (SDP) process outlined in WAC 173-27-040. An 
additional or accessory dwelling unit is designed to be a separate or 
additional living unit that is occupied separately and independent of the 
original Single Family Residence. WAC 173-27-040 requires that exemptions 
from the substantial development permit process be construed narrowly 
based on the purpose, intent, and policies of the SMA. There is no allowance 
in statue or rule that exempts a secondary dwelling from the SDP process. As 
an additional dwelling unit designed to accommodate additional or separate 
families, this type of development can be authorized but it does not meet 
the narrowly construed terms and criteria for single-family residential 
development as provided in WAC 173-27-040(2)(g). ADU development can 
be allowed as a type of in-fill that may reduce harmful sprawl over time. 
However, construction of a new ADU meets the definition of development, 
and cannot be considered under the single-family residential exemption, 
therefore should be processed as an SDP as indicated by the “P” in this table.   


 








 
January 3, 2022 
 
The Honorable Ben Wick 
City of Spokane Valley 
10210 E. Sprague Avenue 
Spokane Valley, WA 99206 
 
Re:  City of Spokane Valley Shoreline Master Program Periodic Review Amendment – Conditional 


Approval  
 
Dear Mayor Wick: 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to commend the City of Spokane Valley (City) for its efforts in 
developing the proposed Shoreline Master Program (SMP) amendment. It is obvious that a significant 
effort was invested in this periodic review and amendment.  
 
As we have discussed with your staff, the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) considered 
the record and concluded that portions of the proposal were not consistent with applicable laws and 
rules. The findings and conclusions that support Ecology’s decision are contained in Attachment A. The 
specific change identified as necessary to make the proposal approvable are detailed in Attachment B.  
 
Pursuant to RCW 90.58.090(2)(e), at this point, the City may: 
• Agree to the proposed changes as shown in Attachment B, or 
• Submit an alternative proposal.  Ecology will then review the alternative submitted for 


consistency with the purpose and intent of the change originally developed by Ecology and with 
the Shoreline Management Act. 


 
Final Ecology approval will occur when the City and Ecology agree on language that meets statutory and 
guideline requirements. Please provide your written response within 30 days. Your response can be sent 
to me at laura.watson@ecy.wa.gov.  
 
We look forward to concluding the SMP periodic review amendment process in the near future.  If you 
have any questions or would like to discuss the change identified, please contact our regional planner, 
Lauren Bromley, at lauren.bromley@ecy.wa.gov or (509) 220-7750. 
 
Yours truly, 


 
Laura Watson  
Director 
 
cc:  Chaz Bates, Senior Planner, City of Spokane Valley   


Sara Hunt, Regional Section Manager, Ecology 
Lauren Bromley Shoreline Planner, Ecology   
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[EXTERNAL] This email originated outside the City of Spokane Valley. Always use caution when opening
attachments or clicking links.

Dear Mayor Wick,
 
The Washington State Department of Ecology is pleased to provide you with the attached letter of
conditional approval on your SMP periodic review. In order to accommodate our COVID-19 response
practices, this correspondence will be sent via email only. Please see the letter and attachments for
full decision and next steps.
 
If you have any questions, please contact Lauren Bromley at Lauren.Bromley@ecy.wa.gov  or 509-
220.7750.
 
Thank you,
Jackie Chandler
Shoreline Administrator
Jackie.chandler@ecy.wa.gov
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